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Rural Radio Reports 
A digest of recent A.B.C. rural radio 
SIMPLE PIG RECORDING 
Many farmers are still not fully con-
vinced of the advantages of keeping 
systematic records of farm production and 
returns. 
For the past year, the Department of 
Agriculture has been running a pilot Pig 
Recording Scheme in the Busselton-
Margaret River area to show pig farmers 
the value of a simple system of recording. 
Most farmers have been surprised at how 
little time is involved in keeping the 
records, and the information has been a 
great help in making management 
decisions which were previously based 
largely on guess-work. 
There are several basic principles for 
designing a successful simple recording 
system:— 
• Keep the records close to the 
action—for example, on the pig-
gery wall. The information can 
be recorded immediately so that 
details are not forgotten. 
• Confine records to essential in-
formation, such as litter numbers 
born and weaned. 
• Keep the records in a form easy 
to analyse. 
• Use a reliable method of identi-
fication of the animals. For pigs, 
a combination of ear tattooing for 
CULLING EWES FOR MAXIMUM 
Farmers are finding it increasingly im-
portant to consider both meat and wool 
production when selecting sheep. A 
rapid rate of genetic gain is also becom-
ing more important as production costs 
continue to rise. 
A simple system of culling ewes to 
achieve both these aims is described be-
low. Objective measurement of certain 
factors is an essential part of the system 
ta 
permanence and ear notching for 
easy reading is probably best. Ear 
tags can be satisfactory, but a few 
will be lost and need replacing at 
intervals. 
It is possible to design a simple record-
ing system which uses a loose leaf folder 
with a separate sheet for each sow. The 
date of farrowing and the numbers of pigs 
born and weaned should be recorded. 
This gives a guide for gilt selection and 
culling. 
By recording on the back of the sow's 
record the details of grade and age at 
sale of her litters, it is possible to tell 
whether the sow is producing too many 
slow-growing or overfat piglets. 
By putting all invoices relating to pigs 
to one side, it is only a simple step fur-
ther to analyse the costs of the pig enter-
prise. All that is needed is the direct 
costs, such as food and medicines, and the 
sales value, less marketing costs, of the 
pigs. 
The difference between these is the 
gross margin. If this is less than $40 
for each $100 spent on food, there could 
be something wrong with the breeding 
and fattening system. 
B. M. GOSS, 
Pig Technician. 
GENETIC GAIN 
and can result in almost double the rate 
of genetic gain given by selection on visual 
appraisal alone. 
The first step towards greater produc-
tion is to buy rams from a stud breeder 
who uses measurement to select his rams 
and ewes. 
All twin lambs should be identified so 
that due allowance can be made for their 
lower fleece weight at the first shearing. 
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This difference will disappear with later 
shearings. Selection of twins will also 
build up the fertility of the flock. 
Just before their shearing as hoggets, 
all ewes with obvious faults such as black 
wool, skeletal disorders or udder defects 
should be culled. Because there is an as-
sociation between face cover and ferti-
lity, all ewes with muffled faces should 
also be culled. 
Ewes should be given numbered ear 
tags and during shearing, the ear tag 
number, fleece weight and line into which 
the wool was classed, is recorded on a card 
for each ewe. 
Dairy cows have different food re-
quirements at different times of the year. 
Cows in peak production require much 
more food per day than dry cows. It is 
a waste of money to feed a dry cow more 
than it actually needs for maintenance. 
Equally, it is uneconomic NOT to feed a 
producing cow enough to give maximum 
production. 
Dairy farmers can plan their year's 
feeding requirements based on the dif-
ferent levels of production at different 
times of the year. This is the "feed year" 
approach. 
The six weeks after calving is the time 
when the dairy cow's food requirements 
are highest. Then she requires double 
the energy of a dry cow, and four times 
the digestible protein. Cows should also 
be fed well in the six weeks before calv-
ing, so they will calve in rising condition. 
MULTIPLE SUCKLING OF CALVES 
Multiple suckling, or raising of several 
calves on one cow, is a modern technique 
for rearing dairy calves which is not yet 
widely used in Western Australia. 
In New Zealand, it has been shown that 
suckling for two or three weeks after 
calving stimulates cows to produce more 
milk per day than cows which are 
machine-milked from calving. In some 
After shearing, ewes with excessive 
wrinkle should be culled. Skin wrinkle in 
sheep lowers the marking percentage. 
Further culling can then be done on 
the basis of wool quality, fleece weight 
and body weight, making due allowance 
for twins. 
This system should increase genetic 
gain considerably, and provide a record 
on which to base any further culling or 
reduction in numbers which may be 
needed during the life of the ewes. Such 
culling can then be done by untrained 
staff on the basis of ear tag numbers. 
I. RALPH, 
Sheep and Wool Adviser. 
If cows are fed well during these criti-
cal 12 weeks, they should reach a peak 
of production six weeks after calving. At 
this time, many W.A. cows are capable of 
producing 2 lb. of butterfat a day. 
The success of this approach will de-
pend partly on the records kept by the 
farmer. Past records can show whether 
cows are being fed according to their re-
quirements and production potential. 
Herd recording day sheets are ideal, as 
they give data about individual cows as 
well as the herd as a whole. The data 
can then be grouped for cows of different 
ages, or cows calving in different months. 
Feeding weaknesses for particular groups 
are then exposed, and feeding can be 
planned accordingly. 
P. T. ARKELL, 
Adviser, Manjimup. 
trials, cows produced as much saleable 
product in the shorter remaining lacta-
tion after being suckled as their identi-
cal twins in the full lactation. 
There are several alternative manage-
ment techniques for multiple suckling. 
One method is to let calves suck all cows 
for a few weeks after calving at a rate of 
about three calves per cow. As cows 
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calve and join the suckled group, those 
which calved earliest are transferred to 
the group milked by machine. 
Alternatively, cows which are least 
suited to machine milking or those with 
chronic mastitis may be selected as per-
manent nurse cows. I t is fairly easy to 
persuade cows to accept one or more 
calves of about the same age as their 
own, by painting neatsfoot oil on the calf's 
back and tail, and on the cow's muzzle. 
The cows may then run with the appro-
priate number of calves in a paddock. 
It is more difficult to persuade cows to 
Only one grasshopper has been declared 
vermin in Western Australia—the small 
plague grasshopper. This is a native in-
sect which inhabits the outer wheat belt. 
As it is the responsibility of land 
holders to deal with all vermin on their 
properties, farmers need to be informed 
of the latest techniques for control of 
this pest. 
Land which remains unbroken for about 
a year provides an ideal site for the small 
plague grasshopper to lay its eggs. When 
weather conditions are suitable it is 
capable of laying huge numbers of eggs— 
as many as 1,200 eggs have been found 
in one square foot of land. 
Breaking up the egg beds by cultivation 
is by far the most effective means of con-
trol. The few na tura l predators of the 
small plague grasshopper—wild turkeys, 
crows, emus, foxes—do not eat enough of 
the insects to give effective control in 
years of heavy infestation. 
accept a second batch of calves after the 
first set are weaned. I t may be neces-
sary to keep them separate from the 
calves until feeding time and then to re -
strain them in bails while the calves feed. 
Up to nine calves can be reared per cow 
by this method. 
If early weaning of calves reared on the 
cow is intended, a dry meal supplement 
should be fed to the calves, and con-
tinued beyond weaning. 
R. A. BETTENAY, 
Dairy Division. 
Maldison is useful for the protection of 
crops. To be effective, this must be ap -
plied with an ultra-low volume mister at 
the rate of 4 oz. of Maldison per acre. The 
instructions should be followed carefully 
and the machine calibrated according to 
the manufacturer 's recommendations. 
When the farmer has a suitable misting 
machine, the Agriculture Protection 
Board will make available limited quanti-
ties of Maldison for the protection of 
crops only. 
Weather conditions this season have 
been suitable for breeding of the grass-
hopper. Coupled with the smaller amount 
of ploughing being done in many areas, 
this has led to a fairly heavy infestation 
of grasshoppers. Any outbreaks noticed 
should be reported immediately to Agri-
culture Protection Board officers. 
A. G. VEITCH, 
Agriculture Protection Board. 
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